HAHF / LBH Joint Allotment Strategy Update

The aims of our combined Strategy are:

1. Providing enough allotments

2. Promoting allotment use
3. Improve the standard of provision
4. Environmental sustainability
5. Providing enough resources
Looking at progress so far:

· The current allotment provision is 6.96 plots per thousand of the population against a target of 7. Any new house-building projects, or proposed rationalisation of allotments, will need extra sites.

· A minimum of £1 million needs to be invested over life of the strategy (2003-2008) to improve allotments. So far £150,000 has been spent renewing dilapidated fencing and gates for safety and security. Water supplies have been improved and the latest project is to provide toilet facilities to three sites.  The total allotment budget for this financial year will be around £142,500.

· The Green Spaces Health Promotion Officer provided useful links with HAHF but unfortunately the funds for this post were discontinued. We are looking at ways to fund a dedicated allotment officer. 

· The Green Spaces Team, Healthy Hillingdon and Adult Education have been working together to provide a range of courses to promote allotments and gardening in general. These courses have been well attended and we plan to continue running them next year after a glitch this year. We continue to encourage sites to establish areas for wildlife, ponds etc and bee keeping is becoming a popular addition to some sites.

· Two sites were declared surplus.  Acacia Avenue has now been sold with an income to the council of £925,000. As agreed by the council’s cabinet the allotment strategy will receive 10% of this. The reduction in size of the Belmore site has received approval from the Secretary of State and will now be progressed.

If you have any queries about the strategy or any other allotment issues please contact the Countryside and Conservation Team on 01895 250635

