Jobs for September and October

September

This month that marks the end of summer, shorter days and cooler evenings, most summer vegetable crops are coming to an end now and this is the month not only for harvesting but also for preparing for the cooler and wetter months ahead. All potato crops should be lifted, any soil removed and dried for storage. 

I prefer to store mine in paper sacks, but hessian sacks, when you can get them, do equally as well, as do cardboard boxes for smaller amounts. Put aside any that are a bit suspect or too small, you can use these first or recycle them to the compost heap as long as they are not diseased. Store them anywhere that is frost free and easily accessible. Plant cabbage for spring use in vacant ground and keep on top of weeds. Prepare for winter digging by ensuring sufficient manure or compost is available. 

Make sure you attend your local show, or better still enter something.

October

Take off the lower leaves of sprouts as they die off. Not only does it make picking easier later on but also helps to keep slugs and snails away. Return all leaves to the compost heap and stake the plants if necessary.

Start winter digging, especially on those plots that have heavy soil or which have only recently been started, you can get some nutrients into the soil and break up the clay at the same time. This is probably one of the hardest jobs to be done but is well worth the effort and time involved. Turn over the soil in largish lumps and try to incorporate organic material as you go.  On very heavy soil spread lime on the surface, but do not add it where you have manured as it reacts with any nutrients and they wash out of the soil more easily. If you are also able to incorporate sharp sand or any gritty material this will help with drainage by opening up the soil which in turn makes it easier to work. It is this preparation that will stand you in good stead in the spring time when you come to work the soil for seeding and pays dividends in the summer as it will give you the chance of better crops with moisture retention in dry weather.

Jobs for winter, & responses to the summer edition questionnaire will be in the Autumn newsletter.

